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Town of Aurora 
Accessibility Advisory Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

Date: Wednesday, November 13, 2019 

Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall 
 

1. Approval of the Agenda 

Recommended: 

That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved. 

2. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof 

3. Receipt of the Minutes 

Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of October 2, 2019 

Recommended: 

That the Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting minutes of October 2, 2019, be 
received for information. 

4. Delegations 
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5. Matters for Consideration 

1. Memorandum from Planner 
Re: Site Plan Application 

Regional Municipality of York 
242 St. John’s Sideroad East, Aurora 
Con 1 Pt Lot 86 RS65R2500 Part of Part 1 EXP 288904 Part 1 
File Number: SP-2019-06 

(Full-size drawings will be available at the meeting.) 

Recommended: 

1. That the memorandum regarding Site Plan Application, Regional 
Municipality of York, 242 St. John’s Sideroad East, Aurora, Con 1 Pt Lot 
86 RS65R2500 Part of Part 1 EXP 288904 Part 1, File Number: SP-2019-
06 be received; and 

2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee provide comments regarding 
the Site Plan Application. 

2. Memorandum from Planner 
Re: Site Plan Application (1st Submission) 

New Industrial Building w/Office Space 
320 Industrial Parkway South 
Lot 25, Plan M-2012 
File Number: SP-2019-07 

(Full-size drawings will be available at the meeting.) 

Recommended: 

1. That the memorandum regarding Site Plan Application (1st Submission), 
New Industrial Building w/Office Space, 320 Industrial Parkway South, Lot 
25, Plan M-2012, File Number: SP-2019-07 be received; and 

2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee provide comments regarding 
the Site Plan Application (1st Submission). 
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3. Memorandum from Planner 
Re: Site Plan Amendment Application (1st Submission) 

16015 Bayview Avenue 
Part 1, Plan 65R-32530 
File Number: SP-2019-08 

(Full-size drawings will be available at the meeting.) 

Recommended: 

1. That the memorandum regarding Site Plan Amendment Application (1st 
Submission), 16015 Bayview Avenue, Part 1, Plan 65R-32530, File 
Number: SP-2019-08 be received; and 

2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee provide comments regarding 
the Site Plan Amendment Application (1st Submission). 

4. Memorandum from Accessibility Advisor  
Re:  Accessibility Review Checklist – Site Plan 

Recommended: 

1. That the memorandum regarding Accessibility Review Checklist – Site 
Plan be received; and 

2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee provide comments regarding 
the Accessibility Review Checklist – Site Plan. 

5. Memorandum from Accessibility Advisor  
Re:  Special Events Sensory Room/Space 

Recommended: 

1. That the memorandum regarding Special Events Sensory Room/Space be 
received; and 

2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee provide comments regarding 
the Special Events Sensory Room/Space. 
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6. Round Table Discussion 
Re:  Town of Aurora Accessibility Plan 2018 to 2024 
(Link to Accessibility Plan) 

Recommended: 

1. That the comments and suggestions regarding the Town of Aurora 
Accessibility Plan 2018 to 2024 be received and referred to staff for 
consideration and action as appropriate.  

6. Informational Items 

7. Adjournment 

https://www.aurora.ca/Live/Documents/Accessibility%20in%20Aurora/2018_2024_AccessibilityPlan_FINAL.pdf




 


 


INTERNAL MEMORANDUM
DATE: October 17th, 2019  
 
TO: B. Butler, Planning and Development Services 


M. Bat, Engineering and Capital Delivery 
 Sam Sample, Building Division  
 G. Greidanus, Operational Services  
 J. McDonald, Central York Fire Services 
 M. Zawada, Accessibility Advisory Committee  
 P. De Sario, Corporate Services 
 


  
FROM: Carlson Tsang, Planning and Development Services 
 
Re: Site Plan Application  
 Regional Municipality of York 
 242 St. John’s Sideroad East, Aurora 
 CON 1 PT LOT 86 RS65R2500 PART OF PART 1 EXP 288904 PART 1           
 File Number:  SP-2019-06 
 
 
A Site Plan application has been submitted to the Planning and Development Services 
department for review. The purpose of the project is to increase the capacity of the Aurora 
Sewage Pumping Station at the above noted property by converting the existing buried 
equalization tank (overflow tank) into a wet-well/valve chamber. The proposed work will 
include structural retrofitting of the existing chamber such as adding walls to partition out 
the wet well area and installing a new buried vale chamber above the wet well area.  
 
I would appreciate receiving your comments by November 15th, 2019. If we have not 
received your comments by the specified time frame, we will assume you have no 
comments or concerns. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding the above noted proposal, please feel free to 
contact me at extension 4349. 
 
Regards, 


 
 
 


Carlson Tsang  
Planner, Planning and Development Services 
Town of Aurora 
Phone: 905-727-3123, ext. 4349 
Ctsang@aurora.ca  


100 John West Way, Box 1000 
Aurora, ON L4G 6J1 
Phone: 905-727-3123 Ext. 4349 
Email: Ctsang@aurora.ca 
www.aurora.ca 


  Planning and Development Services 
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EXISTING CONDITIONS & SITE PREPARATION PLAN
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NOTES:


1. ALL DIMENSIONS SHOWN IN MILLIMETRES
2. THE ABOVE DETAIL DOES NOT REPRESENT ANY PARTICULAR SPECIES
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Memorandum 
Date: November 13, 2019 


To: Accessibility Advisory Committee 


From: Mat Zawada, Accessibility Advisor 


Re: Accessibility Review Checklist – Site Plan 


Recommendation 


1. That the memorandum regarding Accessibility Review Checklist – Site plan 
be received; and 


2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee provide comments regarding the 
Accessibility Review Checklist – Site Plan. 


Background 


The Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 (AODA) establishes the goal 
of an accessible Ontario by 2025. This will be achieved through the implementation of 
mandatory accessibility standards relating to customer service, transportation, 
information and communications, employment and the built environment. As a part of 
the standards, Municipalities must provide site plans and drawings from developers to 
the accessibility advisory committee in a timely manner to be reviewed.  


The accessibility review checklist has been developed to identify elements and provide 
the committee with a systematic approach to review site development applications in 
order to ensure that the built environment represents barrier-free design that 
implements the goals and objectives of the AODA, Town of Aurora policies and Town of 
Aurora accessibility plan. The checklist covers 7 specific target areas:  


• Parking areas; 
• Entrance areas; 
• Walkways and pedestrian circulation; 


100 John West Way 
Box 1000 
Aurora, Ontario 
L4G 6J1 
Phone: 905-727-3123 ext. 4212 
Email: mzawada@aurora.ca 
www.aurora.ca 


Town of Aurora 
Corporate Services 
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• Ramps and stairways 
• Signage; 
• Lighting; and, 
• Outdoor furniture. 


Attachments 


None 
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Memorandum 
Date: November 13, 2019 


To: Accessibility Advisory Committee 


From: Mat Zawada, Accessibility Advisor 


Re: Special events sensory room/space 


Recommendation 


1. That the memorandum regarding Special events sensory room/space be 
received; and 


2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee provide comments regarding the 
Special events sensory room/space. 


Background 


As directed by the Accessibility Advisory Committee at its meeting on September 4, 
2019, this memorandum provides information on the proposed sensory rooms/spaces to 
be provided at future Town of Aurora special events. 


The Town of Aurora offers many family-friendly events annually, such as the 
Multicultural Festival, Haunted Forest and Aurora’s Christmas Market. For most, going 
to an event is a thrill, but for some individuals with sensory processing issues, noisy 
events may present a challenge. Sensory issues can involve both hyper-sensitive (over-
responsiveness) and hypo-sensitive (under-responsive) to a wide range of stimuli. 
These can involve: 


• Sights; 
• Sounds; 
• Smells; 
• Tastes; 
• Touch; 
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Special events sensory room/space 
November 13, 2019  Page 2 of 2 


• Balance; and  
• Body Awareness (Proprioception). 


A sensory room is a space designed to help an individual with sensory issues learn to 
regulate their brain’s negative reactions to external stimuli by developing coping skills 
for these experiences. The Accessibility Advisor is working with the Special Events 
team on providing accommodations for those with sensory needs or who may be 
experiencing a sensory overload. In an effort to provide an accommodation at upcoming 
events during 2019, there will be designated rooms offered to the public during events 
to be used as a quiet space. 


Staff will work with organizations, such as Kerry’s Place Autism Services, in upcoming 
months to establish what would be required to create a more comprehensive multi-
sensory room for 2020. The focus of meeting with organizations will be to gather 
information on what items or methods could be used at designated quiet spaces that 
require little to no supervision, and can easily be transported to be used at various 
locations. All recommendations will be brought back to the Accessibility Advisory 
Committee for final comment.  


Attachments 


None 
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Town of Aurora 
Accessibility Advisory Committee 


Meeting Minutes  


Date: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 


Time and Location: 7 p.m., Holland Room, Aurora Town Hall 


Committee Members: John Lenchak (Chair), Hailey Reiss (Vice Chair) (arrived 
7:16 p.m.), Matthew Abas, Max Le Moine, Jo-anne Spitzer, 
Councillor Rachel Gilliland 


Members Absent: Gordon Barnes 


Other Attendees: Ivy Henriksen, Manager, Customer Service, Terence Wong, 
Senior Plans Examiner, Gary Greidanus, Senior Landscape 
Architect, Linda Bottos, Council/Committee Coordinator 


The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 


1. Approval of the Agenda 


Moved by Jo-anne Spitzer 
Seconded by Max Le Moine 


That the agenda as circulated by Legislative Services be approved. 
Carried 


2. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof 


There were no declarations of pecuniary interest under the Municipal Conflict of 
Interest Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. M.50. 


3. Receipt of the Minutes 


Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of September 4, 2019  
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Moved by Jo-anne Spitzer 
Seconded by Max Le Moine 


That the Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting minutes of September 4, 2019, 
be received for information. 


Carried 


4. Delegations 


None 


5. Matters for Consideration 


1. Memorandum from Planner 
Re: Zoning By-law Amendment Application, L & B Aurora Inc., N/E 


Corner of Wellington Street East and John West Way, Part of Lot 81, 
Concession 1, File Number: ZBA-2019-01 


Staff provided an overview of the application and comments previously 
submitted to the Planner by the Accessibility Advisor on behalf of the 
Committee regarding accessibility standards to be considered as part of the 
Zoning By-law amendment application. The Committee reviewed the site plan 
and inquired about the proposed sidewalk on John West Way, and staff 
confirmed that the sidewalk would be paved. 


Moved by Matthew Abas 
Seconded by Max Le Moine 


1. That the memorandum regarding Zoning By-law Amendment Application, 
L & B Aurora Inc., N/E Corner of Wellington Street East and John West 
Way, Part of Lot 81, Concession 1, File Number: ZBA-2019-01, be 
received; and 


2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee supports the comments 
previously submitted by the Accessibility Advisor regarding the Zoning 
By-law Amendment Application. 


Carried 
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2. Memorandum from Planner 
Re: Application for Site Plan Amendment, Smart Centres – Whitwell 


Developments Ltd., 157 First Commerce Drive, Part of Block 2, Plan 
65M3819, Parts 1 to 9 on RP 65R31257, File Number: SP-2019-04 


Staff provided an overview of the application and comments previously 
submitted to the Planner by the Accessibility Advisor on behalf of the 
Committee regarding accessibility standards to be considered as part of the 
site plan amendment. 


Moved by Matthew Abas 
Seconded by Max Le Moine 


1. That the memorandum regarding Application for Site Plan Amendment, 
Smart Centres – Whitwell Developments Ltd., 157 First Commerce Drive, 
Part of Block 2, Plan 65M3819, Parts 1 to 9 on RP 65R31257, File 
Number: SP-2019-04, be received for information. 


Carried 


3. Memorandum from Senior Planner 
Re: Site Plan Application – 2nd submission, 2450290 Ontario Inc., 32 Don 


Hillock Drive, Part of Lot 2, Registered Plan 65M-3974, File Number: 
SP-2016-02 


Staff provided an overview of the application, and the Committee reviewed the 
site plan and discussed the accessibility standards to be considered as part of 
the site plan application. 


Moved by Max Le Moine 
Seconded by Matthew Abas 


1. That the memorandum regarding Site Plan Application – 2nd submission, 
2450290 Ontario Inc., 32 Don Hillock Drive, Part of Lot 2, Registered Plan 
65M-3974, File Number: SP-2016-02, be received; and 


2. That the following Accessibility Advisory Committee comments regarding 
the Site Plan Application – 2nd submission be considered by staff: 
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(a) Request for ramp access at ground floor main entrance instead of 
stairs (in addition to the ramp access to landing indicated between 
two accessible parking spaces); and 


(b) Request for relocation of the two accessible, barrier-free underground 
parking spaces to be closer to the elevator to prevent persons with 
disabilities from having to cross an active traffic laneway; and 


(c) Request for installation of a sidewalk in the parking lot; and 


(d) Request for installation of automatic door openers at all public access 
entry points; and 


(e) Request for review of curb ramps. 
Carried 


4. Memorandum from Senior Landscape Architect 
Re: St. Andrew’s College Boardwalk Accessibility Review 


Staff gave an overview of the memorandum and proposed trail connection, 
including boardwalk and ramps, from the existing Willow Farm Trail to the 
intersection of St. John’s Sideroad and Yonge Street. The Committee 
reviewed the concept drawings and discussed the accessibility standards to be 
considered including vertical versus horizontal ramp handrail detail, ramp 
elevation, width between chicanes at entry points to allow mobility devices, 
trail surface, and drainage. 


Moved by Jo-anne Spitzer 
Seconded by Matthew Abas 


1. That the memorandum regarding St. Andrew’s College Boardwalk 
Accessibility Review be received; and  


2. That the Accessibility Advisory Committee comments and suggestions 
regarding the St. Andrew’s College Boardwalk Accessibility Review be 
received and referred to staff for consideration and action as appropriate. 


Carried 
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5. Round Table Discussion 
Re:  Town of Aurora Accessibility Plan 2018 to 2024 


No comments were submitted by the Committee. 


6. Informational Items 


6. Memorandum from Accessibility Advisor 
Re: Information and Communications Standards Development 


Committee’s Initial Recommendations Report 


Staff provided an overview of the memorandum and encouraged the 
Committee to participate in the online Phase 1 and Phase 2 surveys by 
October 15, 2019, and/or contact the Accessibility Advisor with any feedback. 
Staff also advised the Committee of the Town’s current projects and ongoing 
initiatives toward improving the accessibility of Town document templates and 
its internal/external websites. 


Moved by Max Le Moine 
Seconded by Jo-anne Spitzer 


1. That the memorandum regarding Information and Communications 
Standards Development Committee’s Initial Recommendations Report be 
received for information. 


Carried 


7. Adjournment 


Moved by Jo-anne Spitzer 
Seconded by Max Le Moine 


That the meeting be adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 
Carried 
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